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In a Dec. 2 statement, the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission (CDHG) said that human rights
abuses continue in Guatemala, adding that the civilian government has not yet initiated a serious
investigation into the cases of thousands of missing persons and political murders. Members of
the organization told reporters in Caracas, Venezuela that from January to September 1986, the
CDHG had documented 78 kidnappings and 325 illegal executions. CDHG vice president Oswaldo
Enriquez pointed out that the constitution established by the military remains in effect, while
the national congress has not yet begun proceedings for revisions of the constitution. He added
that the amnesty the military declared for itself the day before President Vinicio Cerezo assumed
power is still in force. Enriquez and CDHG assistant coordinator, Arturo Piedra Santa Dubach,
are currently on a tour of Latin America to denounce the continued systematic and widespread
violations of human rights and basic civil rights in Guatemala. They asserted Guatemalan security
forces continue to act with "absolute impunity," violating international agreements on human
rights signed by the Guatemalan government, internationally recognized human rights, and
articles of the national constitution. According to Enrique, the CDHG is concerned by the fact that
the militaryas extended its control over the population via the so-called poles of development
and model villages. Meanwhile, the military's clandestine repressive apparatus has remained
untouched. The judiciary's hands are tied, they said, and writs of habeas corpus are useless.
The Court recently swore in 20 army officers as jurors. The army reportedly has continued its
indiscriminate attacks against the civilian population not involved in the guerrilla war, now in its
20th year. The CDHG representatives also mentioned that the civil war has resulted in the migration
of one million Guatemalans to other nations. Of that number, 120,000 are residing in Mexico. Only
46,000 are considered to have refugee status by the UN Special Commission on Refugees. Enrique
stated that Guatemala is in "structural crisis": 72% of cultivable land is in the hands of 2% of the
nation's landowners. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 12/02/86)
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